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fresh marsh and upland be taxed above the rate of a
penny in one year, nor of every ten acres of salt marsh
above the rate of a penny in one year." Here we
have a money rate which had been levied time out
of mind for what were regarded as highway pur-
poses from occupiers of land at so much per acre.
Not content with reviving this ancient rate, Parlia-
ment proceeded to create a similar one on the
opposite side of the Swale. The road from Kingsferry
to Middleton had fallen into disrepair, and the parish
was not " able " to repair it. Three justices of the peace
were therefore authorised "reasonably to assess and
tax all and every land-occupiers dwelling out of the
said isle and within four miles distant from the said
ferry, as to their discretion shall seem convenient, not
exceeding the sum of one penny upon every acre of
fresh marsh and upland in one year, and upon every
ten acres of salt marsh one penny in one year." The
wording of this clause was very unfortunate, as we
learn, from an amending act (27 Eliz., c. 26) passed
nine years afterwards, which says, " Forasmuch upon
the letter of the same branch some doubt and question
hath risen whether the said justices could sess any
but such as be land-occupiers and dwelling out of
the said isle, and within four miles distant of the
said ferry; and that thereby the taxations by them to
be made by the letter of the same law will not suffice
to repair the said decayed ways, for that the lands and
grounds lying out of the said isle and within four
miles distant of the said ferry are for the most part
occupied by such persons as be inhabiting without the
compass of the said four miles; by reason whereof the
said highways remain still unrepaired. ... Be it now